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I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness — the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations but
is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. – Col. 1:25-26

We all stand back and admire … respect … honor those who we consider to be a
hero. A hero is someone who a person who is admired or idealized for courage,
outstanding achievements, or noble qualities. We have an idea of what that
means. But no one becomes a hero without setting aside their priorities, safety,
security, or wishes in order to help someone else. This passage is all about what
it takes to be a “hero” for Christ. The formula is simple, adopt His purpose for
your life and live it out and in so doing you empower others to live out their
potential.

His Design – My Life … Colossians 1:24-2:5
I.

________________ Joyfully for the Gospel … 1:24

II. ________________ according to your Calling … 1:25-27
III. ________________ People toward Maturity … 1:28
IV. ____________ Wholeheartedly with His Energy … 1:29-2:1
V. ________________ the Lives of Others … 2:2-3
VI. ________________ in Obedience … 2:4-5

Let’s Consider … vs. 23
I.

If you are a ______________, you have a _____________.

II. When the people around us see us in action, do
they see ________________________ or _______________
_________________________?
III. What about in our ________________?
IV. What about in our ________________?

1. When you think of “ministry” what are some of the thoughts, images,
people, or ideas that come to mind (positive or negative)?
2. Most of us don’t enjoy being corrected, rebuked or disciplined. When it
comes to being warned or admonished about something, what do you
think are the key ingredients that need to be present for you to respond
positively?
When the tables are turned and we have the role of admonishing
someone else, what are some indicators that could alert us if our
motivation is messed up?
3. It’s pretty amazing to think that God chooses to use us to make a
difference in this world. How do the following verses help us further
understand both our role and God’s role in this process?
2 Timothy 2:1-7
1 Peter 2:12

1 Corinthians 3:5-9

Romans 1:20
1 Peter 3:15-18

What are some potential pitfalls or problems we could face if we
confuse our role with God’s role or His role with ours?
4. The mission of NorthRidge Church is to make disciples in a healthy
church environment. This weekend we heard that making disciples
requires that we focus on the “right goal” and communicate the “right
message.” Read Ephesians 4:11-16. This passage gives us a picture of
what that can look like.
What are some of the obstacles that can get in the way of our spiritual
growth both individually and as a church family?
What knowledge and actions are called for in order to see a healthy
church grow?
Is there something in this passage that you could apply in your own life
to help our church family grow and mature?
5. Here are some more challenging questions that will be great to ponder
among your small group.
a.

What does spiritual maturity look like? How do we know that we
are on track?
b. What are the greatest hinderances to spiritual growth and maturity?
c. What one thing do you need to do now in order to take the next
step spiritually? How can this group help you?
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I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness — the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations but
is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. – Col. 1:25-26

1. When you think of “ministry” what are some of the thoughts,
images, people, or ideas that come to mind (positive or negative)?

We all stand back and admire … respect … honor those who we consider to be a
hero. A hero is someone who a person who is admired or idealized for courage,
outstanding achievements, or noble qualities. We have an idea of what that
means. But no one becomes a hero without setting aside their priorities, safety,
security, or wishes in order to help someone else. This passage is all about what
it takes to be a “hero” for Christ. The formula is simple, adopt His purpose for
your life and live it out and in so doing you empower others to live out their
potential.

2. Most of us don’t enjoy being corrected, rebuked or disciplined. When it
comes to being warned or admonished about something, what do you
think are the key ingredients that need to be present for you to respond
positively?

His Design – My Life … Colossians 1:24-2:5
I.

Suffer Joyfully for the Gospel … 1:24

II. Serve according to your Calling … 1:25-27
III. Encourage People toward Maturity … 1:28
IV. Work Wholeheartedly with His Energy … 1:29-2:1
V. Enrich the Lives of Others … 2:2-3
VI. Delight in Obedience … 2:4-5

Let’s Consider … vs. 23
I.

If you are a Christian, you have a Ministry.

II. When the people around us see us in action, do
they see Christ living through us or us living through a
Christian T-shirt?
III. What about in our speech?
IV. What about in our thoughts?

When the tables are turned and we have the role of admonishing
someone else, what are some indicators that could alert us if our
motivation is messed up?
3. It’s pretty amazing to think that God chooses to use us to make a
difference in this world. How do the following verses help us further
understand both our role and God’s role in this process?
2 Timothy 2:1-7
1 Peter 2:12

1 Corinthians 3:5-9

Romans 1:20
1 Peter 3:15-18

What are some potential pitfalls or problems we could face if we
confuse our role with God’s role or His role with ours?
4. The mission of NorthRidge Church is to make disciples in a healthy
church environment. This weekend we heard that making disciples
requires that we focus on the “right goal” and communicate the “right
message.” Read Ephesians 4:11-16. This passage gives us a picture of
what that can look like.
What are some of the obstacles that can get in the way of our spiritual
growth both individually and as a church family?
What knowledge and actions are called for in order to see a healthy
church grow?
Is there something in this passage that you could apply in your own life
to help our church family grow and mature?
5. Here are some more challenging questions that will be great to ponder
among your small group.
a. What does spiritual maturity look like? How do we know that we
are on track?
b. What are the greatest hinderances to spiritual growth and maturity?
c. What one thing do you need to do now in order to take the next
step spiritually? How can this group help you?

